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BRAILLE COURSES - CNIB LIBRARY
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WHAT IS BRAILLE?
Braille is a tactile system using a combination of six raised dots to represent letters of the alphabet, letter-combinations, punctuation and numbers.

HOW DO I LEARN?
The CNIB Library offers a number of braille courses.

UNCONTRACTED (GRADE 1) BRAILLE consists of the alphabet, numbers, punctuation marks, and some special composition signs, unique to braille.  Every word is spelled out letter for letter.

CONTRACTED (GRADE 2) BRAILLE consists of letters, numbers, punctuation marks, composition signs and 189 contractions (combination of letters).  Contracted (Grade 2) braille is a standard for schools in teaching reading and writing skills. 

Contracted (Grade 2) literary braille is offered at the following two levels:

Contracted (Grade 2) Certification Course 

This course consists of lessons and brailled exercises from CNIB’s manual Mastering Literary Braille: A Comprehensive Course. Upon completion of this course and a pre-test, an examination is written which requires a grade of 90 to receive certification. Rehabilitation teachers and other professionals working with people who have vision loss often work towards this certification for a thorough grounding in the Contracted (Grade 2) braille code.

Transcriber's Certification Course
This course focuses on transcribing print materials into braille. It is recommended for professionals in education and business related fields who will be brailling materials for students in the public schools and for job related support.

The course consists of 30 lessons and exercises from CNIB’s manual Mastering Literary Braille:  A Comprehensive Course.  Upon completion of this course and the pre-test, an examination is written which requires a grade of 90. A manuscript of 60 pages is then brailled, requiring a similarly high standard. 

Braille reading practices for both courses are included in the course materials.

The Canadian Braille Authority has designated CNIB as the certifying body in Canada for English braille. A reciprocal arrangement with the U.S. Library of Congress ensures that the transcriber's certification is recognized throughout North America.

WHAT KIND OF TIME COMMITMENT IS NECESSARY?
Six months to two years, depending on your available time, is required at 10-15 hours per week. Like learning any new language, there is a lot of drill and practice involved, and new concepts must be continually reinforced, ideally on a daily basis.

WHAT EQUIPMENT WILL I NEED?
· A Perkins braille-writing machine, or an IBM PC compatible computer using a direct input Braille program; 

· 11" x 11" braille paper (available from CNIB);

· English Braille American Edition 1994, (the code book) available from CNIB;

· Random House Webster's Concise Dictionary, Revised Second Edition with a copyright date no older than ten years.

WHAT DOES IT COST?
See fee schedule attached.

WHAT OTHER COURSES ARE AVAILABLE?
After your certification in literary braille transcription is completed, various courses may be undertaken:

· Transcriber courses in Nemeth code (for mathematics) and  Music Braille;

· Proofreader courses in Literary code and Nemeth;

· Instructor in Literary Braille.

If you are interested in pursuing a braille course, please complete the attached form.

For further information please contact:
CNIB - Library Sales

1929 Bayview Avenue, Toronto, ON  M4G 3E8

Tel: (416) 486-2500, Ext 7544 Fax: (416) 480-7700 E-mail: sales@cnib.ca
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