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The answer [to teaching reading] is not in the method; it is in the teacher.  It has been repeatedly established that the best instruction results when combinations of methods are orchestrated by a teacher who decides what to do in light of children’s needs.  . . .  Hence, reading instruction effectiveness lies not with a single program or method but, rather, with a teacher who thoughtfully and analytically integrates various programs, materials, and methods as the situation demands.”      Duffy, G. & Hoffman, J. (1999)
Friday, April 20, 2012
I. Introduction
II. Experiences and challenges
III. The ABC Braille Study:  Summary and implications for TVIs

IV. Reading Basics: Phonemic awareness, phonics, and fluency
V. Assessment

VI. Emergent  Literacy Learning for Beginning Braille Readers

VII. Unique Needs of the Dual Media Learner

VIII. Guided Reading: Teaching with Trade Books
Saturday, April 21, 2012
I. Introduction

II. Writing Instruction for Beginning Braille and Dual Media Learners

III. Vocabulary and Comprehension

IV. Collaboration with Classroom Teachers, Paraprofessionals, and Families
V. Adaptation of Classroom Materials for Tactile Learners

Objectives
1. Summarize the results of the ABC Braille Study, and discuss their implications for teachers.

2. Explain key ways in which sighted children learn to read, and compare this process to learning to read in braille.
3. Select appropriate assessment tools to measure students’ progress in general literacy skills and acquisition of the braille code.
4. Select and/or create instructional strategies, materials, and resources for teaching braille reading and writing that may be effective with participants' own beginning braille readers.
5. Describe factors affecting the choice of print or braille for specific activities for the dual media learner 

6. Create instructional activities to use before, during, and after the assisted / guided reading of commercial texts.

7. Identify sources of print reading materials that can be adapted for braille or dual media learners. 
8. Explore potential benefits of technology in the literacy instruction of braille or dual media learners.
9.  Describe ways to build vocabulary and comprehension skills in young readers who are blind or visually impaired. 
10.  Identify strategies and resources to facilitate effective collaboration between the teacher of the visually impaired, family, general education teacher and other team members. 

11.  Adapt print classroom materials simply and efficiently for children who use braille or dual media.

